
The 7¼" Gauge Society 

The Society is established for the purpose of promoting 7¼" and 7½" gauge 
railways, in particular to meet for rallies, publish a magazine, improve liaison with the 
trade and to undertake such activities as may from time to time be incidental and 
conducive to the attainment thereof. 

We endeavour to represent the common interests of the members, support and 
promote the creation of 7¼" & 7½" models and railways, attend exhibitions, meetings 
and seminars, produce publications, publicity and generally help promote the hobby. 

We represent members in respect of existing or proposed legislation, government 
policies and other matters as may affect those common interests and try to further 
mutual co-operation in pursuit of these interests. 

To assist us in providing funding for these activities we accept any bequest, legacy, 
gift or donation providing it meets with the 7¼" Gauge Society Limited rules. 

History 

The 7 ¼” Gauge Society was the brain child of our late President and once 
Chairman, Dr Brian Rogers (1973/74), who in March 1973 placed an advert in the 
“Model Engineer” magazine, looking for enthusiasts to attend a proposed meeting, 
which eventually took place in West House School, Edgbaston, Birmingham with the 
aim of forming a Society to encompass all things 7 ¼” and 7 ½” gauge. 

The meeting was attended by around 35 people and many joined at the meeting with 
several more soon afterwards. The Society held its first AGM in 1974, at Stoneleigh 
in Warwickshire. Subsequent AGMs have been held in a wide variety of places 
including Northern Ireland and Belgium. 

The Society has established several awards over the years the first being the 
“Charles Simpson Award”, named after one of our founder members. It is an annual 
prize that is awarded to the person deemed to have done most to “further the aims of 
the Society” during the previous year(s). That person is nominated by the members 
and the final decision is taken by the Committee.  

The “Brian Reading Award”, named after our president, was first awarded 2010. This 
annual award is to recognise excellent model engineering skills and is given for the 
best model brought to an AGM.  

The Junior Trophy First awarded 2012. The idea for this prestigious award came 
from one of our founder members William Heller. The Trophy, together with a scroll, 
is awarded annually to a junior member who during the year has made a significant 
contribution to further the aims of our Society. 

  



7¼" Gauge Tolerances 

RECOMMENDED BUFFER & COUPLING POSITIONS 

BUFFERS 
Standard & Narrow Gauge 

Height from the rail 133.4mm / 5¼″ 

Buffer Centres   219 mm / 8.5/8″  

COUPLINGS 
Standard Gauge 

Height from rail 133.4mm / 5¼″ 

Narrow Gauge 

Height from rail 108mm / 4¼″ 

 

 

 

Website 
The Society’s website can be found at http://www.sevenandaquarter.org/ and covers  

 Information about the society 

 Photos and video 

 Discussion board 

 

Rules 

Candidates should have good working knowledge of the Society Rules a copy of 

which can be found on our website under “Membership Terms and Conditions”. A 

printed copy may be obtained from the membership secretary.  

 

Committee Structure 

 

The general business of the Society is undertaken by a committee that is appointed 

annually. The committee may appoint others to undertake certain duties. The 

structure of the committee is outlined in the Society Rules, a copy of which can be 

found on our website under “Membership Terms and Conditions”. A printed copy 

may be obtained from the membership secretary  

http://www.sevenandaquarter.org/


Other Associated Organisations 
MELG 

A miniature railway liaison group (MRLG) was formed consisting of representatives 

of all model engineering associations/federations, insurance representatives and the 

office of the rail regulator. Amongst the other work undertaken by the group 

agreement was reached that the separate boiler test codes of the 7¼" Society 

limited, the Northern Association of Model Engineers and the Southern Federation of 

Model Engineering Societies be merged in to one universal test code. 

 

The Health & Safety Executive considered the MRLG had reached an end so the 

various organisations involved with model engineering activities decided that the 

Boiler Test Group should have wider terms of reference so that it can act as a route 

for any further consultation required on any matters concerned with the hobby. 

 

The group to be called MELG. 

The group represents the following organisations – 

7¼" Gauge Society Limited 

Midland Federation of Model Engineers 

Southern Federation of Model Engineering Societies 

Northern Association of Model Engineers 

The insurance brokers of the relevant Organisations are also invited to attend.  
 

THE NORTHERN ASSOCIATION of MODEL ENGINEERS 

This is an association of clubs rather than individuals. It was formed in 1945 to 

“promote, encourage, develop and organise the model engineering movement in the 

north of England”. Its brief goes some way beyond that these days. Geographical 

coverage extends from the south of England to the Scottish highlands and into 

Wales and Ulster, and as well as promoting and encouraging the hobby we are 

increasingly having to protect it from potentially damaging legislation in which it is 

caught under the law of unintended consequences. The Association is represented 

on the British Model Engineering Liaison Group (MELG) which discusses these 

matters with government departments and the insurance companies. 

SERVICES provided by the Association to member clubs and individuals include the 

provision of insurance services, loan facilities for capital projects, agreed codes of 

practice, an advisory service, representation on national bodies, and the staging of 

various rallies and exhibitions to promote the hobby and to provide a convivial forum 

for the exchange of ideas and news.  

Their WEBSITE www.normodeng.org.uk aim is to keep them in touch with the wider 

community and to keep them posted on important issues affecting their hobby. 

Paramount amongst these is new health and safety legislation which, although 

aimed at industry, regulates our activities wherever the public are involved, such as 

in the operation of miniature railways and road vehicles. The frontiers of the state, 

and of Europe, roll relentlessly on and there is no room for complacency. 

http://www.normodeng.org.uk/


MEMBERSHIP is open to clubs and societies whose hobby is model engineering or 

related subjects. They do not enrol individuals, but provide services to individuals 

through their clubs. Whilst the majority of the member societies are steam orientated 

all types of models, horology and miniature engineering are embraced. 

SOUTHERN FEDERATION of MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETIES 

The purpose of the Federation is to represent Model Engineering interests in the 
United Kingdom. While affiliation is drawn mainly from clubs/societies in the 
southern part of the UK, membership ranges nationwide from the Orkneys to 
Guernsey, from Northern Ireland to East Anglia, and overseas. Model Engineering 
Societies, plus other groups and individuals can join the Federation to provide 
support to the Federation and in turn to receive the support and representation that 
the Federation can offer www.sfmes.co.uk  

 

 

http://www.sfmes.co.uk/

