
Health & Safety  

RISK ASSESSMENT 

A risk assessment is an important step in protecting people, as well as complying with the 
law.  It helps you focus on the risks that really matter in your workplace, track or club etc. on 
the ones with the potential to cause real harm.  In many instances, straightforward 
measures can readily control risks, for example ensuring spillages are cleaned up promptly 
so people do not slip. 

The law does not expect you to eliminate all risk, but you are required to protect people as 
far as ‘reasonably practicable’. 

There are many methods of assessing risk however; we believe this method is the most 
straightforward for most organisations.  Follow these five steps: 

1. Identify the hazards 
2. Decide who might be harmed and how 
3. Evaluate the risks and decide on precaution 
4. Record your findings and implement them 
5. Review your assessment and update if necessary 

Don’t overcomplicate the process. In many organisations, the risks are well known and the 
necessary control measures are easy to apply.  You probably already know whether, for 
example, you have people who move heavy loads and so could harm their backs, or where 
people are most likely to slip or trip.  If so, check that you have taken reasonable 
precautions to avoid injury. 

You can do the assessment yourself.  You don’t have to be a health and safety expert. 

For more complex situations you can visit the Health & Safety Executive website and 
download a free risk assessment template www.hse.gov.uk  

 

Pressure Systems Safety Regulations 

 
Under the Pressure Systems Safety Regulations 2000, users and owners of pressure systems 
are required to demonstrate that they know the safe operating limits (principally pressure 
and temperature) of their systems, and that they are safe under those conditions.  

They need to ensure that a suitable written scheme of examination is in place before the 
system is operated. They also need to ensure that the system is actually examined in 
accordance with the written scheme of examination. Full details (Some of which do not 
apply to our miniature boilers) can be found on their website www.hse.gov.uk  

As a Society we in conjunction with other members of MELG have our own approved 

procedures for the testing of our miniature boilers (See the section on Locomotives & 

Rolling Stock > Steam) 

 

  

http://www.hse.gov.uk/risk/step1.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/risk/step2.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/risk/step3.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/risk/step4.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/risk/step5.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/


RIDDOR 

What is RIDDOR? - Reporting of accidents and incidents. 

RIDDOR is the Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 1995. 

Employers, the self-employed and those in control of premises are required by law to report 

specified workplace incidents some of which may apply to some of our track, clubs and 

organisations.  For more information download their guide from their website www.hts-

training.co.uk  

 

RIAB 

RIAB is the independent railway accident investigation organisation for the UK. From 17 

October 2005, railway operators and other railway industry bodies must notify the RAIB of 

certain accidents and incidents which involve their property or staff.  Full details of their role 

and publications can be found on their website www.raib.gov.uk  

 

Environmental Health 

Environmental health addresses all the physical, chemical, and biological factors external to 

a person, and all the related factors.  It encompasses the assessment and control of those 

environmental factors that can potentially affect health. It is targeted towards preventing 

disease and creating health-supportive environments. Local authorities have an 

Environmental Health and Trading Standards department which deals with the likes of 

selling/cooking/storage of food etc.  Government departments whose main role is to protect 

and improve the environment look after the broader role of water pollution etc. and will 

check on such things an oil spillage. www.environment-agency.gov.uk  

 

Planning Permission 

As a general rule planning permission is not required for a small railway in a private garden, 

railways in other situations require the necessary planning permission and to comply with 

certain building regulations.  It is advisable to check when you need planning permission and 

where to apply you can find this at the government’s “Planning Portal” 

www.planningportal.gov.uk 

http://www.hts-training.co.uk/
http://www.hts-training.co.uk/
http://www.raib.gov.uk/
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/

